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any conscious intention of effecting such a
result. The personality to whom must be given
that role of inspirer, the mind which planned
the origins of that great change and made it
likely to succeed through economic as well as
religious policy, was the mind of Thomas
Cromwell.
Anne, then, was neither the cause nor the
inspirer of the first movement away from
Catholicism. But she is what I have called her,
the pivot figure. It is because she was what she
was, and did what she did, that England is
what England is to-day.
It is, therefore, of the first importance to
history to understand what this woman really
was and the real place of her action in the whole
scheme of the time. From her day to our own
it has been taken for granted by all national
tradition and by every historian that she lay
at the origins of the English Reformation, but
latterly there has arisen an effort to weaken or
question this sound tradition and to explain in
other ways the quarrel between Henry and
Rome and the ultimate effect of it. This effort
at supplanting true history by false is part of
the general scepticism of our time, which is
usually ready to accept anything new because
new falsehoods sound more picturesque as a
rule than well-worn truths. But there is here